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	EXECUTIVE MANSION,, Washington, D.C., July 7, 1863, 

I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 

President of the United States of America, and Commander-in-chief of the Army and Navy thereof, having taken into consideration the number of volunteers and militia furnished by and from the several States, including the State of New York, and the period of service of said volunteers and militia since the commencement of the presented rebellion, in order to equalize the numbers among the Districts of the said States, and having considered and allowed for the number already furnished as aforesaid, and the time of their service aforesaid, do hereby assign one thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven as the first proportional part of the quota of troops to be furnished by the 29th DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF New York under this, the first call made by me on the State of New York, under the act approved March 3, 1863, entitled ”An Act for Enrolling and Calling out the National Forces, and for other purposes,” and, in pursuance of the act aforesaid, I order that a draft be made in the said 29th DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF New York for the number of men herein assigned to said District, and FIFTY PER CENT IN ADDITION., , IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed., Done at the City of Washington, this seventh day of July, in the year of the Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the independence of the United States, the eighty-eighth.,
 Abraham Lincoln

	Printed draft call for troops from New York  7th July 1863
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	Image of the attack on colored orphans’ asylum
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	Executive Mansion, Washington, August 7, 1863
 
His Excellency Horatio Seymour 
Governor of New-York
 Your communication of the 3rd. Inst. has been received, and attentively considered.
I can not consent to suspend the draft in New-York, as you request, because, among other reasons, time is too important.
…I do not object to abide a decision of the United States Supreme Court, or of the judges thereof, on the constitutionality of the draft law. In fact, I should be willing to facilitate the obtaining of it; but I can not consent to lose the time while it is being obtained. We are contending with an enemy who, as I understand, drives every able bodied man he can reach, into his ranks, very much as a butcher drives bullocks into a slaughter-pen. No time is wasted, no argument is used. This produces an army which will soon turn upon our now victorious soldiers already in the field, if they shall not be sustained by recruits, as they should be. It produces an army with a rapidity not to be matched on our side, if we first waste time to re-experiment with the volunteer system, already deemed by congress, and palpably, in fact, so far exhausted, as to be inadequate; and then more time, to obtain a court decision, as to whether a law is constitutional, which requires a part of those not now in the service, to go to the aid of those who are already in it; and still more time, to determine with absolute certainty, that we get those, who are to go, in the precisely legal proportion, to those who are not to go.
 
My purpose is to be, in my action, just and constitutional; and yet practical, in performing the important duty, with which I am charged, of maintaining the unity, and the free principles of our common country. 
 
Your Obt. Servt.
A. LINCOLN.


	Letter Lincoln to Seymour August 7th 1863
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	 Executive Mansion
Washington, Aug. 23, 1864.
This morning, as for some days past, it seems exceedingly probable that this Administration will not be re-elected. Then it will be my duty to so co-operate with the President elect, as to save the Union between the election and the inauguration; as he will have secured his election on such ground that he can not possibly save it afterwards. 
LINCOLN

	Blind Memorandum    23rd August 1863
http://hd.housedivided.dickinson.edu/node/40367
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